
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Mark Poepsel        

Department: Mass Communications    Phone Number: (618) 650-2237 

E-mail Address: mpoepse@siue.edu                 Campus Box: 1775 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If yes, in which course?      Independent Study  

If yes, for how many credit hours? 3 hours 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Mass Communication Department – Dunham Hall  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
I am working with URCA students on a specific series of studies. The first study examines how people being 

interviewed for a news report respond to different types of video recording technologies. This is a grounded 

methodological approach, and results thus far have been interesting, probably publishable, and what I want to do 

next involves having different interviewers use the same method in order to add reliability to the first study. By 

adding different interviewers I will be able to learn whether the participants are really not that concerned with the 

technology or if instead a very good interviewer can overcome interviewees responses to the technology. My URCA 

assistant this semester comes from a family with a journalism background, and she knows how to interview people. I 

think my results might be different with one or two other interviewers with less "innate" skills, but I need to test that 

hypothesis. So, if I could get help with this study from another URCA student (paid) and maybe one more unpaid 

assistant, that would help me to be more sure of my initial findings or to put them in perspective. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
My URCA assistant this semester has been great. She conducted 30 interviews over the course of a few weeks using 

three different recording technologies. I would ask the assistant(s) this Spring Semester to do the same. 

The URCA who I have this semester is helping me with data analysis as well (for inter-rater reliability), and that is a 

possibility with these students, depending on their skill level. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
My URCA assistant this semester learned how to conduct academic research online and in the library. She has 

learned research design, data gathering and some preliminary qualitative data analysis, and she will be listed as a 

contributor on the paper, if not a second author. I'd plan on doing the same types of work and training with the 

URCA assistant this spring, if at all possible! 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students will largely be able to set their own hours; however, I will require two weekly 1-2 hour meetings to discuss 

progress and to make plans for the work. 



If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Students should explain their interest and experience in the field of Mass Communication. They should take care to 

write clearly and use correct grammar in their applications, and interested students should want to use new 

technologies in the field including Google Glass. 

 

 


